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Shri Narendea Modi
Hon'hle Prime Minister
Government of Tndin
®aew Dielhi

Respected Shei Pradhanmantna Ji,
Suh : Measires o conbrol rapid excalation of COVID pandemie

Tii the wake of speedy esaalation of OOVID pandemic in different States of the Counlry, we ob
behalf of B crore traders express our deep concern and apprecinte the steps taken by the
Governmend so far, ax most appropriate and timely. However, we are of the considered view that
beside the Governmsent, the citizens of the Country and in particolar, the trading community,
being the first point contact with the population of India, hias a greater obligation to render all
kinds of services required 1o combal the pandemic. Driven by such a thought, we stand in
solidarity with both Central and Siate Governmeniz to become an extended arm of the
Crovernment for perforndng well nny assigrment that will be given to as. There are meere than 40
thounsand trade associations th the Coundry which represent more than B erore lraders under the
ambrelln of the Confederation of All Indin Traders (CAIT)

A closer analysis of e covid stanistics over the [ast one woek have made it amplo clsar that
Might Curfow and Lockdown in defferent States have not brought the desired resulls of bringing
down the cases. On tha Sth of Apedl, India reported 96 583 posdive cases oul of which high surge
siates reporied respective numbers- Maharashira { 47.228) Delhl (3548) Gutarat | 3180) Punjab
{ 2692) Kamataka [ 5279) Chattisgarh ( 7302) Snce then Maharashiea, Delhi, Gugarat, Punjab,
Karmataka and Chaltsgarh have all mposed vamnous mesinchons Be mght curféw & lockdown
baginning with Sth Apdl in Maharashira, followed by Defhl, Gujarat and Punjab on Gth Apal,
followed by Wamataka & Chatlisgarh. As. on Sth Apal, [ndea reporied 1,45 384 posilive cases
which 5 a8 50% increase froem Sth April, the day restrictions were anncanced, Maharashira
reporied SE203 cases on Oth April which (& 25% hgher than the day lockdown was announced By
the state government Similady, Guarat (4541) & Delhi { 8521) a steep nse of 43% and a
slaggering  140% respectively. States like Punjab 3458 ( 28%) Chattisgadh 11447 (56%)
Kamataka 7855 | 50%) have also repored a significant spike despéte the curbs.

The above slatsics establish the fact thal insiead of mghd curfew of loCkdown ather allernalve
available maasunes can be adopled 5o thal chances of contraction among the poople can ba
rvinemigad_In this context, we hove 1o make undermoted submissions to vour goodsell :

. Clumpang lockdown ks certmindy not n solution simee thee trede and commernce {2 $UT straggling
to pecover from the bosses of the previons lockdown of zozo, On the one side effective steps ane
needed 1o stop inerease in COVID eases wherens on the other hand the ceonomie and commercinl
artivities should also continse by ohserving COVID safely protocols in a stnct manner.

il
ol

b. We would like to suggest that working hours of different verticals of teade and commerce
rheuld be révised and in this context we suggest that Government offices, Private Offices anad
other all kinds of offices may work from 8 am to 2pm whereas the markets and shops may by
albswed to work from 1iem to 5 pm, Banks and other financisl Institutions may be allowed to
work from g oam o 3 pm. Likewise, clock timings can be set for other forms of businesses andd
other profescional activitles. Snch staggered tmdigs will reciee human traffle to a greal extent .

1
{2 Lulu ¢ The tmde tstocintions can play o vital role @ checking the inereéase of COVID and helping the

- Governiment for encouraging the people to follow covid Instructions sincerely and religionshy, 1t is
to be noted that shops of the treders ane the first contect point of the 1otal populstion of the
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Country. for obaising  their daly requiremsents.  Therefore, 1 i sugpested that Loeal
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pssocinkions for keeping stricd ohbservance of COVID safely protosals in the markets and on the
roads, like wearing masks and face shiekls, sanitising of hands repeatedly and maintrining socinl
distance, The Associations miay be advised to keep extra guands in their markets. to check the
visitors atl each enfry and exit paint, No person without a mask should be allowed o enter any
mmiarket. Even if & passerly or visitor is seen not wearing masks, the traders may immedintely
mzk the-said person to wear the mask. The CAIT has already sdvised the Trade Associations all
over the Country to instrict theis rmembers to stoetly observe COVID peotacals in their shops.

il We apprectate the current fust process of vaecination all over Indin. However, msore effords are
n'-r.||.|in.'-|.1 tor ooy smccinntion drrves i foll SWINE nod i this context, we st ['l-:lldi:ll:.l: 'ﬁpr.-n.-.iuJ
vaccinalion camps” ul preminent places in coch market where oll eligible traders, their
empoyvees, customers and other people can be vivecinated by observing all vaccinntion protocols.
T'I:lu réspective trade assoctations will be pleasid to bost such camps and the veccination team as
wek.,

eIt i also suggested that wearing o mosk is mode mandatory by force of a law os was done in the
et of wearing helmets on two wheelers and fastened seal belts in four wheel drive. Such a law
will help a lot in combating COVID from farther escalation.

£. 11 &8 also sugpested that to fight with COVED pandemic, n Distoctwise strategy should be mnde
and o istrict level COVID Tack Group mny be formed under the Chairmanship of District
Collector and comprising of officinls of all concerned Departments and pepresentative of trade &
commerce and Resident Welfare Associations, Soch steps will prove to be maore effective in
eomsbating Covid cases.

We wish to recall that on vour clasion call, the CAIT noder the able guidonce and monitering of
Shri Pivush Goval, Hon'ble Undon  Minister for Commerce was able to discharge its
respansthilities aup to the mack during the Lockdewn-2o20 by keeping the supply chain alive
neross the Country for availabiity of essentin] commodities to the people of India under adverss
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pererss the Country. We express oor commitment that the troders under the umbrells of CAIT are
well prepared for any eventaality for discharging their obligations.

Wi are sure that our ehove suggestions will reocive vour king apd mmediate attention and vou
will ke plensed to aceept our humble suggestions,

Thank vous, With kind regards
Yours truly
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Praveen Khandebsal
Mational Secretary General
Confederation of All IndiaTradars




